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Global engineering consultancies raise the level of ambition and commitments toward mitigation
and adaptation of the Built Environment to climate change

The consulting engineering industry, represented by the International Federation of Consulting
Engineers (FIDIC) globally and the European Federation of Engineering Consultancy Associations
(EFCA), acknowledge the importance of the scientific information presented in the Special Reports at
COP 25 in Madrid, Spain on the earth, ocean and cryosphere, and in the 1,5° Paris Agreement
objective.

These reports highlight the severity of the impacts and the anticipated consequences of climate change
should significant action not be implemented on matters of mitigation and adaptation. FIDIC and EFCA
acknowledge Governments’ efforts towards strengthening the level of commitment to mitigation and
adaptation measures, whilst noting that there is much room for more to be done at various levels.

Within the Built Environment, the action needs to be aligned to improved approaches to the 1,5°
objective that fully integrates efficiency, adaptation and nature based solutions. This year, FIDIC and
EFCA presented in a combined side event at the EU Pavilion at COP 25, on Progressing Climate
Adaptation: Standards, Metrics Footprinting and Mainstreaming. FIDIC/EFCA, IUCN and ThinkNature
focused on mainstreaming adaptation in meeting today’s systemic and built environment challenges
today through considerations for developing guidance and tools for adaptation planning.

Panel Facilitator, Peter Boswell representing ThinkNature and EFCA, provided an overview of the role
of consulting engineers in adaptation to climate change, urban and landscape scale Nature-Based
Solutions’ project types. Jeshika Ramchund of Bosch Projects, representing FIDIC Future Leaders
network, presented on the impacts of climate change on infrastructure and the Built Environment,
inter- and intra-dependence of infrastructure types, the connection between nature-based solutions
and the built environment, territorial aspects of the rural-urban continuum, project typologies and
considerations for Guidelines and Toolkits for Adaptation. Design thresholds for present and future
climatic conditions for the construction of new infrastructure and the retrofitting of existing
infrastructure, complexities of procurement and financing for adaptation and climate resilience linking
back to NDC’s, Governments and the role of the private sector were also covered. The presentation
concluded on highlighting areas of improvement, refinement and updating of policy including technical
standards, design and construction guidelines, material and process selection.

FIDIC and EFCA, reiterated the commitment of their Member Associations and Member Firms to
enhancing mitigation and adaptation measures for a climate resilient infrastructure in the built
environment.
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About FIDIC and EFCA

The International Federation of Consulting Engineers (FIDIC) was founded in Ghent (Belgium) in 1913.
It represents more than 100 national associations and over 40,000 consulting engineering firms
around the world, employing some 1.5 million staff. The European Federation of Engineering
Consultancy Associations (EFCA) has member associations in 28 European countries representing
over 10,000 companies.

Contact FIDIC and EFCA

e FIDIC - CEO, Nelson Ogunshakin - nogunshakin@fidic.org - Tel: +41 227 99 4900 - Route de
Pré-Bois 29, 1217 Meyrin, Switzerland - www.fidic.org

e EFCA - Secretary General, Jan Van Der Putten - jvanderputten@efca.be - Tel: +32 2 209 07 70
- Avenue des Arts 3/4 & 5, 1210 Bruxelles, Belgium - www.efcanet.org
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Picture: Panel participants from the left:

Sandeep Sengupta (IUCN), Sara Panigone (Chiesi Pharmaceutical), Daniele Pernigotti (Carbon
Footprint Italy), Jeshika Ramchund (FIDIC-EFCA), Peter Boswell (FIDIC-EFCA), Laura Mora (Ministry of
Environment and Energy, Costa Rica)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:COP25Madrid.jpg

